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gfoeTe e © fof STer off RIS S debfieh STl €, Al QU AT bl e € for g wew &
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G ST Y T ohe § g-o-g TR Efie et 82 Fumefand (Realism) @t & ofT| Sfeh i dfé
WeH BT T5? Tei| sfceh, Al o 3T & U 'A< 81 TE| fomenrl 3 e, "Sieh 8, 3R ey et fewn
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|1 I8 T ST &l

fersr |, ST ST "dAeR Ikl AT 'SE AT & (SIH hITST o Sfeh &8, UTftheh fSSITe o Srieie, T
G T ITIATE), o T Al FHUT| 08 AT 1 fG00T 37 F5=ht <1 o FAIg A1ei1e 21 f5ien fore & wed
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(spelling) 3T SATHTOT GUTA H el THITAT T, 3 I 4 FHEHT o S I I 6 FAITAHH T e
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AT 4: e oY wifererar &1 Tehe
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wfersy 39 a1 W AT Fwtar @ T g7 Ao e 3R S{uH) STei Rl fohd T Uehe o T 2| AR bl gHET
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Human progress has always been about moving faster—from walking to wheels, from steam engines
to bullet trains. And now, science has taken a bold step forward and said, “Why touch the track at all?” That
bold idea gave birth to Maglev trains, the rebels of modern transportation that prefer floating over rolling.

Floating Is the New Rolling

Maglev is short for Magnetic Levitation, which sounds complicated until you remember playing with magnets
as a kid. You know how two similar poles push each other away? Maglev trains use that same idea—just with
much stronger magnets and far more engineering brilliance.

The train hovers slightly above the track, never actually touching it. No wheels. No friction. Just smooth, silent
motion that feels like the future sneaked into the present without asking permission.

Powered by Pure Physics (and Flexing Rights)

Maglev systems use electromagnets placed both on the train and the guideway. Some magnets lift the train;
others push and pull it forward. The entire journey is a carefully choreographed electromagnetic dance—no
stumbling, no slipping.

For physics students, this is electromagnetism showing off. For everyone else, it’s basically magic with
equations.

Speed That Makes Time Nervous

Traditional trains are fast. Maglev trains are “blink and you missed the city” fast. They can exceed 600 km/h in

experimental runs and still maintain incredible stability.

At these speeds:

* Breakfast in one city, lunch in another, long journeys feel like short naps and Your playlist barely gets to the
third song.

“If time travel ever becomes real, Maglev trains would probably already be waiting at the station”,

One of the coolest things about Maglev trains is how quiet they are. Without wheels clanking against rails, the
ride feels more like floating through air than racing on steel.

Less vibration means:

* No coffee spills, No dramatic shaking and No “Is this train about to fall apart?” moments.

Saving the Planet, One Levitation at a Time

Maglev trains are not just fast—they’re environmentally friendly. Reduced friction means better energy
efficiency and lower emissions. Plus, fewer moving parts mean less maintenance and longer-lasting systems.

In a world struggling to balance development and sustainability, Maglev trains quietly whisper, “Why not
both?”

So... Why Isn’t Every Train a Maglev Yet?

Here's the plot twist: money. Maglev systems need entirely new infrastructure, custom tracks, and advanced
technology. You can’t just upgrade old railway lines and call it a day.

But history has shown us that today’s “too expensive” often becomes tomorrow’s “why didn’t we do this
sooner?”

A Glimpse of What’s Ahead

Maglev trains represent more than just a new way to travel—they represent human ambition. They show how
creativity, science, and determination can reshape something as familiar as a train. As technology continues to
evolve, these floating marvels may soon redefine how we think about distance, speed, and travel itself. After
all, the future doesn’t always come rolling in—it sometimes arrives hovering just above the track.

Dr. Anju Nigam
Assistant Professor
Department of Physics
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It was a Monday morning during
the winter season—December 29, 2025,
to be precise—when the Supreme Court
of India did something it rarely does. It
pressed the pause button on itself.

For the last month, a quiet panic
had been spreading among
environmentalists, geologists, and anyone

Aravalis

who understands why Delhi isn't buried under sand dunes yet. On November 20, 2025,
the Court had accepted a new, deceptively simple definition of what constitutes a "hill"
in the Aravali range. The definition relied on a metric that sounded scientific but was
ecologically absurd: for a landform to be an "Aravali hill," it had to be at least 100
meters high.

If you are a student of literature or history, you might ask: "What’s in a number?"
In this case, everything. That single number—100 meters—was about to wipe nearly
90% of the Aravali range off the legal map. It was a "death warrant" for the shrub
forests, the lower ridges, and the wildlife corridors that don't quite meet the height
requirement but perform the exact same ecological function as the taller peaks.
Then came the stay order. The Vacation Bench, led by Chief Justice Surya Kant, stepped
in and acknowledged that the previous order might have created a "structural
paradox." They admitted that by defining the hills too narrowly, we might be opening
the doors to the very destruction we are trying to prevent.
As we head into 2026, with the next hearing scheduled for late January, it is crucial for
us—students, faculty, and citizens—to understand exactly what happened, why it
matters, and why this legal battle is the only thing standing between us and the Thar
Desert.

The "Green Wall" and the Definition Game

To understand the legal mess, you have to understand the geography. The
Aravalis are not just a collection of rocks; they are a geological shield. Spanning
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana, and Delhi, they act as a barrier checking the eastward
march of the Thar Desert. Without them, the dust storms that choke Delhi and
Western Uttar Pradesh would be infinitely worse. They are also the primary
groundwater recharge zone for the entire National Capital Region.

For decades, the legal protection of these hills has relied on_a patchwork of
Supreme Court orders (mostly from the M.C. Mehta and Godavarman cases) because
the states—especially Haryana and Rajasthan—have been reluctant to classify them as
"forests" in government records. Forest land cannot be mined easily. "Revenue land" or
"Gair Mumkin Pahar" (uncultivable hills) can be.

The conflict came to a head last year when the Court asked for a uniform
definition. A committee appointed by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEF&CC) came up with the "100-meter" criteria.

Here is what the committee proposed:
» Height: Only a hill 100 meters or higher above the local ground level counts.
» Proximity: Only hills within 500 meters of each other count as a "range."

On the surface, it looks like a standard classification. But nature doesn't work in
discrete, vertical blocks. A leopard walking from Sariska to Delhi doesn't check if the



hill it is walking on is 99 meters or 101 meters high. The water that seeps into the
ground doesn't discriminate based on elevation.

The November Shock

When the Supreme Court accepted this report on November 20, 2025, the

implications were immediate and terrifying.
According to data that surfaced from the Forest Survey of India (FSI) and independent
ecological groups, the new definition meant that out of 12,081 identified hill formations
in Rajasthan, only about 1,048 would actually qualify as "Aravali." That is a massive
exclusion.

Suddenly, thousands of smaller hills—the ones that hold the soil together and
channel rainwater—were technically "not Aravali." If they aren't Aravali, they aren't
protected by the specific bans on mining that apply to the range. They become just
"land." And land in this region is worth billions if you can quarry it for stone or build
high-rises on it.

The "proximity" rule was equally dangerous. If two protected hills are separated
by a gap of 600 meters (just over the 500-meter limit), the land in between loses
protection. This creates what the Supreme Court later called a "regulatory lacuna."
Miners could legally blast away the valleys and smaller connectors, leaving the
protected 100-meter peaks as isolated islands in a sea of dust. An island ecosystem is a
dying ecosystem.

The December U-Turn: A Victory for Logic

The weeks following the November order saw a massive mobilization. The "Save
Aravali" campaign went into overdrive. Environmental lawyers argued that the Court
had essentially been misled by a technocratic definition that ignored ecology.

The argument that seemed to stick was the "Structural Paradox."

On December 29, the Vacation Bench paused the whole process. Their reasoning
was fascinatingly candid. They noted that the "100-meter norm" might be scientifically
unsound. The Bench asked a poignant question: Does excluding the lower hills
essentially kill the higher hills? If you erode the base and the surroundings, can the peak
survive?

The Court has now ordered the constitution of a "High-Powered Committee"
(yes, another one) to look at the issue holistically. They have explicitly paused any new
mining leases. They have asked for a "Management Plan for Sustainable Mining"
(MPSM) similar to the one used in the Saranda forests of Jharkhand.

But here is the catch: "Sustainable Mining" in the Aravalis is often an oxymoron.
You cannot sustainably remove a hill that is protecting you from a desert. Once it's
gone, it's gone. The Saranda model focuses on "inviolate zones" (no-go areas) and
"conservation zones." The fear is that the government might still try to carve out
"sustainable" zones in the Aravalis where the forest cover is thin, ignoring the fact that
the rock itself is the necessary resource.

Why This Matters to Us

As an Assistant Professor observing this from Uttarakhand, where we have our
own fragile relationship with mountains, the Aravali case is a warning. It shows how
easily "definitions" can be weaponized against nature.

If the 100-meter rule had stuck, we would have seen a frenzy of mining activity in
early 2026. The dust load in the air—already at hazardous levels—would have
spiked. The groundwater tables in Gurgaon, Faridabad, and Jaipur, which are already
critical, would have collapsed further.

This isn't just about saving leopards or trees. It is about the "carrying capacity" of
Northern India. We are pushing the land to a point where it literally cannot support
human habitation.
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The Road Ahead

The stay order is a relief, but it is temporary. The next hearing is on January 21, 2026.
The government is likely to push back, arguing that they need materials for
construction and infrastructure—the "development" argument. They will say that the
100-meter rule was practical.

Our hope lies in the new committee. We need a definition of the Aravalis that
is geological, not just topographical. If it is part of the ancient fold mountain system, it
is Aravali. Period. Height shouldn't matter.

As we edit this magazine issue, the hills are safe. But they are only safe because a few
judges decided to take a second look during their winter break. That is a fragile shield
for something so vital. We need a law, not just a court order, that recognizes the
Aravalis for what they are: our lifeline.

References & Further Readings
1. M.C. Mehta v. Union of India (The ongoing monitoring of Aravali mining).
2. Supreme Court Order dated Nov 20, 2025 (Accepting the 100m definition).
3. Supreme Court Order dated Dec 29, 2025 (Staying the Nov 20 order).
4. Forest Conservation Amendment Act, 2023 (The legislative context for these
definition changes).
5. Reports from the Forest Survey of India regarding hill density in Rajasthan.

Dr. Kavinder Bhatt
Assistant Professor
Department of English
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Climate Change is no longer a distant threat discussed only in scientific conferences or
international summits. It is a lived reality, unfolding around us every day. From record-breaking heatwaves and
unpredictable rainfall to melting glaciers and rising sea levels, the planet is sending us clear warning signals. The
current situation of climate change demands urgent attention, especially from the youth, who will inherit the
consequences of today’s actions.

At its core, climate change refers to long-term shifts in temperature and weather patterns. While such
changes can occur naturally, the current pace of global warming is largely driven by human activities. The
burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil, and gas for electricity, transportation, and industry releases large amounts of
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. These gases trap heat, leading to a steady rise in the Earth’s average
temperature—a phenomenon commonly known as global warming.

The present climate scenario is alarming. The past decade has been the warmest recorded in human
history. Heatwaves have become more frequent and intense, affecting millions of people worldwide. Extreme
weather events such as floods, cyclones, droughts, and wildfires are no longer rare occurrences; they are
becoming the new normal. These events not only cause loss of life and property but also strain economies,
disrupt education, and deepen social inequalities.

One of the most visible impacts of climate change is on the natural environment. Glaciers and polar ice
caps are melting at unprecedented rates, contributing to rising sea levels. Coastal cities and island nations now
face the threat of submergence. Oceans are warming and becoming more acidic, endangering marine life and
coral reefs. Forests, often called the “lungs of the Earth,” are being destroyed by deforestation and wildfires,
reducing the planet’s ability to absorb carbon dioxide.

Climate change also has serious implications for food and water security. Changing rainfall patterns and
prolonged droughts affect agricultural productivity, putting farmers at risk and increasing food prices. Water
scarcity is becoming a major concern in many regions, leading to conflicts and forced migration. Developing
countries, despite contributing the least to global emissions, often suffer the most severe consequences due to
limited resources and infrastructure.

Despite the grim reality, there is still hope. Awareness about climate change is growing, and
governments, organizations, and individuals are beginning to take action. Renewable energy sources such as
solar, wind, and hydro power are gaining popularity as cleaner alternatives to fossil fuels. Many countries have
committed to reducing carbon emissions and achieving net-zero targets in the coming decades. Innovations in
technology, sustainable agriculture, and green transportation offer promising solutions.

As college students, our role in addressing climate change is crucial. We represent a generation that is
educated, connected, and capable of driving change. Small actions—such as reducing energy consumption,
minimizing waste, using public transport, and supporting sustainable products—can collectively make a
significant difference. Beyond personal choices, students can engage in climate activism, participate in
awareness campaigns, support environmental policies, and use their voices on digital platforms to demand
accountability from leaders and corporations.

Education plays a key role in the fight against climate change. Colleges and universities are spaces where
ideas are formed and futures are shaped. By promoting environmental education, research, and sustainable
campus practices, educational institutions can become powerful agents of change.

In conclusion, climate change is not just an environmental issue; it is a social, economic, and moral
challenge of our time. The current situation makes it clear that delay is no longer an option. The choices we
make today will determine the quality of life for future generations. By acting responsibly, thinking sustainably,
and working collectively, we can still protect our planet and build a more resilient and equitable future.

Dr. Anju Nigam
Assistant Professor
Department of Physics



As the final bell of the academic cycle echoes, we don't just close a chapter; we
conclude an epic odyssey. "Wrapped Up: A Year in Review" is our moment to pause, reflect,
and celebrate the collective resilience that has defined this extraordinary journey. It's an
opportunity for every member of our educational ecosystem—from the inspiring mentors in
the classroom to the dynamic minds in the student body and the supportive pillars of our
community—to witness the blossoming of potential and the enduring power of the human
spirit.

For Our Educators: The Catalysts of Curiosity

To the teachers, faculty, and educational leaders: you are the architects of tomorrow, the

awakeners of dreams. This past year has been a testament to your adaptability and your

profound commitment to not just fill pails with facts, but to light fires of curiosity.

* Pioneering Spirit: You seamlessly transitioned between traditional and innovative teaching
frontiers, ensuring that "no child is left behind in learning". Your efforts in adapting
curricula and fostering engaging environments turned challenges into catalysts for creative
expression and knowledge acquisition.

* Heartfelt Impact: Beyond the measurable academic gains, you provided a steady hand and
a compassionate heart. The influence of a great teacher is immeasurable and affects
eternity. You didn't just teach subjects; you built confidence, sparked curiosity, and
encouraged dreams, demonstrating that warmth is a vital element for the growing soul of
a child.

We see your dedication, your passion, and your unwavering belief in the potential of
every student. Your work is the foundation upon which all other professions are built.

For Our Students: The Beacons of Potential

To the students, the heart of our mission: this year was your canvas for self-discovery and a

proving ground for your remarkable adaptability. You navigated complexities, embraced the

spirit of inquiry, and emerged stronger; wiser, and more capable.

+ Journey of Growth: Every late night of study, every complex problem solved, and every
collaborative project completed represents a stride in your personal growth. The
knowledge you have gained is a passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those
who prepare for it today.

* Unlocking Potential: You've shown that learning is a lifelong adventure and that the
beautiful thing about knowledge is that no one can take it away from you. As you look
ahead, remember'that you have within you the strength, the patience, and the passion to
reach for the stars and change the world.

You are the future innovators and leaders, and your journey of relentless learning will
light the path for a better, brighter world.

For Society: The Bedrock of Progress

To our community, the‘essential third pillar: your support, engagement, and belief in our

educational system are the silent forces that ensure our collective success. Education is not

just an institutional affair; it's a societal commitment and a powerful weapon. for positive
change.

* Collective Strength: This year underscored our interconnectedness. When we invest in our
schools, we invest in the quality of our society, ensuring that our garden is one where
every seed of knowledge can flourish. Your involvement in school activities, support
systems, and ongoing dialogue has strengthened the very fabric of our community.

* Vision Forward: The lessons from this year remind us that by fostering an environment
that values learning, critical thinking, and compassion, we are building a more robust and
just society. Our collective efforts help create a world where every individual has the
opportunity to thrive and contribute to the greater good.



As we wrap up this vibrant year in review, let's carry forward the invaluable wisdom and the
indomitable spirit of growth. The new academic cycle stands before us like a blank chapter in a book,
waiting for us to put words on its pages. Let us choose to write a story of continued inspiration,
profound learning, and shared success. We learn today; we lead tomorrow.

Dr. Shaiphali Saxena
Assistant Professor
Department of Botany
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In the relentless crucible of higher education, the traditional metrics of success—
grade point averages and extracurricular accumulation—often overshadow the
fundamental necessity of sustained well-being. The "Comfort and Joy" imperative
challenges this narrow paradigm, offering a vital framework for students to transmute
the pervasive stress of university life into a sustainable, fulfilling experience. This is not
merely a soft skills manual; it is a strategic blueprint for thriving amidst academic rigor.

The Imperative of Self-Preservation

The core philosophy pivots on reframing self-care not as an optional luxury, but as a
critical performance metric. Research shows that positive emotions influence a
student's motivation, academic performance, and general well-being. By prioritizing
mental and physical health, students unlock enhanced cognitive function, improved
resilience, and a greater capacity for deep learning. The pursuit of joy—those deliberate
"pockets of reprieve"—serves as both a buffer against burnout and a catalyst for
engagement.

Strategic Deployment of Balance
Mastering the academic environment requires precision planning and the strategic
utilization of available infrastructure:

« Algorithmic Time Management: Transition from basic to-do lists to sophisticated
organizational frameworks like the PARA Method. Deconstruct monolithic
assignments into granular, manageable tasks to mitigate cognitive load and banish
the spectre of procrastination.

« The Power of the Pause: Cognitive science mandates regular intervals of rest.
Integrate structured breaks into study schedules. Utilizing institutional resources,
such as university-sponsored academic support centres and writing labs, is not a
sign of weakness, but a high-efficiency strategy for maximizing output.

« Academic Adaptability: Acknowledge that students learn differently. Experiment
with various study techniques like the Pomodoro technique to find what aids
understanding best, and engage with material by making meaningful connections
to real-world applications.

Fortifying the Inner Citadel
Resilience is a cultivated asset. Building a robust "inner citadel" involves meticulous
attention to foundational human needs:

* Biohacking Your Routine: Establish ironclad sleep and nutrition schedules.
Adhering to the National Sleep Foundation's guidelines for 7-9 hours of sleep is
non-negotiable for cognitive peak performance. Fuel your body with a diet rich in
whole foods and stay hydrated.

* Mindfulness as Methodology: Integrate mindfulness and meditation techniques
endorsed by mental health professionals to manage stress responses and maintain
focus. Spending even a short time in nature can significantly lower stress levels.

* Curating Your Narrative: Interrogate and reframe negative self-talk. Cultivating self-
compassion is a high-yield psychological investment that directly impacts
motivation and persistence, transforming setbacks into learning opportunities.

Architecting Your Ecosystem
Social capital is a powerful survival tool. Research indicates that social support from
family and friends positively impacts students' well-being and academic engagement.



* Cultivating Connections: Actively build a high-trust support network. Leverage
university-provided mental health services, student clubs, and peer mentorship
programs as essential infrastructure for navigating challenges.

* The Art of Subtraction: Protect your energy with firm boundaries. Decouple from
draining obligations and toxic social dynamics to safeguard your personal
bandwidth. It is okay to politely decline invitations when your plate is full.

The ultimate goal of the "Comfort and Joy" imperative is the development of a resilient,
self-aware graduate capable of sustainable success long after the final exam has been
graded. It’'s an investment in a future where well-being and achievement are
synonymous.

Dr. Shaiphali Saxena
Assistant Professor
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